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 General Test-Taking Style 

The key to maintaining your engagement is to _______________________. 

Maintain a high level of _______________ while taking the test. 

Take _______________ as often as needed, but everyone should take at least one 

(remember, the test is untimed). 

Use the _________ feature: do not feel like you have to take the test sequentially. 

Reading Strategy 

Reading excerpt: try to connect the __________________________ to the events 

of the time period.  Some textual excerpts are obvious: 

“We affirm that these ends for which this Government was instituted have been 

defeated, and the Government itself has been made destructive of them by the action 

of the non-slaveholding States. Those States have assume the right of deciding upon 

the propriety of our domestic institutions; and have denied the rights of property 

established in fifteen of the States and recognized by the Constitution; they have 

denounced as sinful the institution of slavery; they have permitted open establishment 

among them of societies, whose avowed object is to disturb the peace and to eloign 

the property of the citizens of other States. They have encouraged and assisted 

thousands of our slaves to leave their homes; and those who remain, have been 

incited by emissaries, books and pictures to servile insurrection.” 

Excerpt from Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from 

the Federal Union 

Others, not so much… 

“The late alteration of the federal Judiciary . . . and the recent change in our state 

constitution, by the establishment of universal suffrage . . . shall hath taken away all 

security for personal property and liberty, and our Republican constitution will sink 

into a mobocracy, the worst of all popular governments.” 

Excerpt from Samuel Chase, Instructions to a Baltimore Grand Jury 
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1. “The only question left to be settled now is: Are women persons? And I 

hardly believe any of our opponents will have the hardihood to say they are 

not. Being persons, then, women are citizens; and no state has a right to 

make any law, or to enforce any old law, that shall abridge their privileges 

or immunities. Hence, every discrimination against women in the 

constitutions and laws of the several states is today null and void…” 

2. “The search is underway for those who were behind these evil acts. I have 

directed the full resources of our intelligence and law enforcement 

communities to find those responsible and to bring them to justice. We will 

make no distinction between the terrorists who committed these acts and 

those who harbor them.” 

3. “It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, Peace, 

Peace²but there is no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that 

sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! 

Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it 

that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so 

sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, 

Almighty God!” 

4. “What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer; a day that 

reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and 

cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is a 

sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, 

swelling vanity; your sound of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your 

denunciation of tyrants brass fronted impudence; your shout of liberty and 

equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and 

thanks-givings, with all your religious parade and solemnity, are to him, 

mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy -- a thin veil to 

cover up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a 

nation on the earth guilty of practices more shocking and bloody than are 

the people of the United States, at this very hour.” 
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5. “Men, this stuff that some sources sling around about America wanting out 

of this war, not wanting to fight, is a crock of bull. Americans love to fight, 

traditionally. All real Americans love the sting and clash of battle.  You are 

here today for three reasons. First, because you are here to defend your 

homes and your loved ones. Second, you are here for your own self 

respect, because you would not want to be anywhere else. Third, you are 

here because you are real men and all real men like to fight. When you, 

here, every one of you, were kids, you all admired the champion marble 

player, the fastest runner, the toughest boxer, the big league ball players, 

and the All-American football players. Americans love a winner. Americans 

will not tolerate a loser. Americans despise cowards. Americans play to win 

all of the time. I wouldn't give a hoot for a man who lost and laughed. 

That's why Americans have never lost nor will ever lose a war; for the very 

idea of losing is hateful to an American.” 

 

Question Wording 

“…most effectively…” 

“…least likely…” 

“…provides the best evidence…” 

In reading a question, be sure to _________________ it, just as you would 

translate anything written in a foreign language.   

“Which statement best expresses a “Domino Theory” relationship between a 

nation falling to Communism and the likelihood of its neighbors succumbing to 

Communism?” 

1. In the excerpt, the author anticipates which of the following objections to 

criticizing the ethics of free markets? 
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2. The author most likely uses the examples in the excerpt to highlight the: 

 

 

3. The authors of the text would most likely attribute the differences in the 

electoral college result and the total vote count to: 

 

4. Which choice most closely captures the meaning of the author’s use of the 

term “unremarkable” as used in the excerpt? 

 

 

5. In the excerpt, Jefferson characterizes the questions posed by Hamilton in 

his Federalist #12 as: 

 

6. What function does the discussion of import tariffs serve in Andrew 

Jackson’s remarks on the Tariff of Abominations?  

 

 

7. Andrew Jackson would most likely have responded to Henry Clay’s 

discussion of the Second National Bank’s charter renewal by claiming that 

such a renewal: 

 

8. Data in the graph provide most direct support for which idea? 

 

 

9. Anthony uses the phrase “an oligarchy of learning” mainly to emphasize 

what she sees as: 

 

10.  It can reasonably be inferred “the strong-minded” is a term used by 

Stanton generally intended to make which point? 
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Answer Choices 

The test creators will never call an incorrect answer choice “incorrect” or 

“wrong;” rather, they will call it a “____________________.” 

What makes for a great distractor? 

 -Captain ______________ 

Use the power of ____________________. 

Remember: _________________ are your friend… they are usually put into an 

answer choice to make it WRONG. 

 “What was the American colonists’ primary objection to the taxes imposed by 

the Stamp Act?” 

 -It was the first time the British tried to control the colonies. 

Words to generally avoid: _____________, ______________, ______________ 

Also, _________________________ is important. 

“is” versus “may” 

“will” versus “most likely” 

“proves” versus “supports” 

 “the author thoroughly discusses…” 

 

General Test-Taking Strategy 

Pretend you are playing ______________________. 

If the time comes where you must randomly guess, then go with the answer that 

_______________________________ on the test. 


