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Undermine
Definition:

To erode or weaken from the 
base or foundation

“The house’s foundation was 
undermined by the excavation 
work going on underneath it.”



Innovation
Definition:

A new idea, method, product

Think “invention”

“The 21st Century is already filled 
with innovations, but designing 
cyborgs in a VR space takes 
innovation to a whole new level.”



Unconventional
Definition: Not normal, different 
from the accepted standard

Conventional: normal, traditional

“Even though a variety of 
toppings are routinely put on 
hamburgers, it’s pretty 
unconventional to put grape jelly 
on a burger.”



Validate / Substantiate
Definition:  To support with 
evidence

“The attorney substantiated his 
client’s claim of innocence by 
presenting video footage showing 
the defendant in a different 
location at the time the crime was 
committed.”



Obscure
Definition: Hidden from view, not 
well known

“The view of the house was 
obscured by the surrounding 
trees and bushes.”



Refute
Definition: To argue against; 
disprove

“Copernicus was the first person 
to openly refute the Geocentric 
Theory.” 



Discern
Definition: To identify, recognize

“It’s difficult to discern the location 
of a needle in a haystack.”



Profound
Definition: Of intellectual depth; 
deep thought

“A profound truth about life is that 
the best way to help yourself is 
oftentimes by helping others.”



Superficial
Definition: On the surface; 
shallow

“Fortunately, the cut is only 
superficial, so we will just put a 
bandaid on it.”



Ambiguous
Definition: Vague; unclear; open 
to interpretation

“The child’s ambiguous response 
to his mother’s question left her 
with no idea as to what he wanted 
to eat.”



Distort
Definition: To twist out of shape;  
to mislead (i.e. “twist the truth”)

“The image on the tv screen was 
so distorted that I could even tell 
what was happening in the 
movie.”



Fabricate
Definition: to create (either in the 
sense of a product/tool or a story, 
which means it’s a lie)

“The assembly line is where the 
robots fabricate the cars.”



Indiscriminate
Definition: done completely at 
random

“The lottery numbers are drawn 
indiscriminately, with no effort 
made to select certain numbers 
over others.”



Speculate
Definition: to form a theory 
without firm evidence

“Some like to speculate that it’s 
actually aliens who built the 
pyramids, but an understanding 
of physics and engineering would 
help these theorists understand 
how the Egyptians actually built 
them.”



Complacent
Definition: to feel so satisfied with 
your abilities that you don’t feel a 
need to try any harder

“Even though they were playing 
against the #1 ranked team in 3 
days, the soccer team’s 
complacency was on full display 
at practice; indeed, they were on 
their phones more than actually 
practicing.”



Superfluous
Definition: More than what’s 
needed; too much

“It’s a bit superfluous to order 10 
pizzas for only two people; after 
all, they really only need one.”



Ambivalent
Definition: Indecisive 

“When asked if he wanted to use 
paper or plastic grocery bags, 
then man’s ambivalence was on 
full display: he just couldn’t 
decide between the two.” 



Belie
Definition: fail to give a true idea 
or impression

“The lady’s smile belied the 
concerns and stresses that were 
wreaking havoc on her mental 
health.”



Contentious
Definition: to argue/fight; likely to 
cause an argument or 
disagreement

“The highly contentious topic only 
needed one minute before they 
were in a heated argument.”



Eradicate
Definition: destroy completely; 
wipe out entirely

“The exterminator was called to 
the house to eradicate the 
roaches; not one was to be left 
alive.”



Innocuous
Definition: harmless

“While many fear snakes, most 
species are innocuous, meaning 
they pose no potential danger to 
humans.”



Aesthetic
Definition: visually-pleasing, nice 
to look at

“The ceiling of the Sistine Chapel 
embodies a breathtaking 
aesthetic, with Michelangelo’s 
intricate frescoes blending vibrant 
colors and classical figures to 
create a masterpiece of 
Renaissance art.”



Condone
Definition: To allow or permit, not 
by giving permission but by 
looking the other way… to “not 
say no.”

“The supervisor condoned 
tardiness by routinely choosing to 
not say anything when employees 
would arrive past 9:00.”



Incongruous
Definition: different, mismatch

"Amidst the classic 
black-and-white stripes, one 
zebra stands out as a bold, 
incongruous splash of color."



Inevitable
Definition: Unavoidable, 
inescapable, bound to happen

“There are two things that are 
inevitable in life: death and 
taxes.”


